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The European Association for Bioindustries

Key Issuesraised in the Commission’s proposal for a Regulation
concerning

Traceability and Labelling of GMOs

European Parliament resolution on the Future of the
Biotechnology Industry: The Committee on Industry, External
Trade, Research and Energy — the “ Purvis Report” : February
2001

“..supportseffortsto develop biotechnological and genetic engineering proceduresin the
EU as one way of improving the economic viability of agriculture and food production in a
manner which isat the same time environmentally sustainable.”

EuropaBio strongly supportsthelong term vision, clearly stated over the past year by the
European Commission, the European Parliament and Council, that biotechnology is a key
component of the long term strategy to move Europe forward as the leading knowledge
based economy by 2010.

Traceability:

EuropaBio vigorously promotes arigorous, transparent and workable regulatory system for
GMOs and derived products that safeguards human hedth and the environment and maintains
consumer confidence in these products. In this respect EuropaBio reiterates that:

- Theprime judtification for any traceability scheme should be the efficient and effective
withdrawal of a GM product in the unlikely event that unforeseen adverse effects
warrant this.

Traceability systemsin the food/feed chains already exist to alow the withdrawa
of products. GMO traceability should fit within these and should not be duplicative.
Thefirst line of defence in any traceability schemeisarigourous EU regulatory
system for safety assessment of GM products to ensure they are safe when placed on
the market.

The Commissions proposals unnecessarily go far beyond the practica and essentia considerations



outlined above.

Trade consderations:

In order to ensure that unnecessary and ineffective burdens are not placed on the internationa trading

sysiem
For documentation of GMOs (e.g., bulked commaodity grains) destined for food, feed or
processing, EuropaBio supportsthe proposal for documentation indicating the approved
GM Os which the consgnment “may contain.”
EuropaBio expr esses concer n that the proposed traceability requirementsfor processed
GM food and feed will be practically unenfor ceable by Member States authorities when
imported from third countries.

Adventitious presence:

Adventitious presence is an unavoidable redity of nature and is recognised in Member State, Community and

third country law making.
Technicdly unavoidable traces of GM products will be pr@ent in other products as aresult of
normal agricultural crop production, trangport and processing.
EuropaBio supports the proposal to recognise the redlities of nature and legally admit
technically unavoidable levels of GM materialsthat are present in nonGM materid.
EuropaBio consdersthat practical thresholds must be set for the adventitious presence of
GMOs and derived products a dl pointsin the chain and below which they would not be
subject to the traceability regulation.
Community legidation on seeds, foods and feeds must ensure a consistent and wor kable
approach for the adventitious presence of GM products, including those approved as
safe for commercial usein third countries.

Labdling:
Product labelling has two purposes: (i) to identify for consumers the content of products, especialy

where there may be an identified danger from the use of that product (generdly aregulatory
metter), and (ii) as a means by which consumers can be provided with choice (most often product
cdamsare amarket place activity).
Any market-based claims must be analytically verifiable using validated methods for
the detection of GM material inthefind product.
The Commission’s proposa to require pr ocess-based labelling of foods, where such
labelling is not analytically verifiable, will be difficult to enforce and will undermine
consumer confidence and trust in the labelling system. For |abdling provisons to be
enforcegble, reliable, vdidated methodology must be gpplied for detection of the presence of
GM foods and feeds.

Validated test methods:
The detection of specific GM productsin the market place is a pre-requigte for ther identification,
tracing and eventud withdrawa from the market, should unforeseen adverse effects be established.




