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Brussels – 12 February 2009

Nathalie Moll
Executive Director, Green Biotechnology Europe

EuropaBio



SectorsSectors

Industrial biotechnology / White

Healthcare biotechnology / Red 

Plant biotechnology / Green

Small and Medium-Sized Entreprises
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The European association of biotechnology industriesThe European association of biotechnology industries

MembershipMembership

68 corporate members68 corporate members

+ 5 associate members & 4 Bioregions+ 5 associate members & 4 Bioregions

+ 25 national + 25 national biotechbiotech associations = +1800 associations = +1800 biotechbiotech SMEsSMEs



Increases’ 07 to ’08
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Spain: 5% ��� �

Czech Republic: 68% ��� �

•France not included
**According to the Polish Union of Corn Growers (PZPK)

Romania: 1942% ��� �

Portugal 8% ��� �

Germany 39% ��� �

Slovakia 111% ��� �

Poland 838% ��� �

Increases’ 07 to ’08
+21%*

107,71988,90362,18754525Total (excl. France)

107,719110,07767,18755017Total

3,000**320100-Poland

7,146
(Maize)

350 
(Maize)

137,000
(Soybean)

110,000 
(Soybean)

Romania

1,90090030-Slovakia

3,1732,285950400Germany

4,8514,5001,250 750Portugal

8,3805,0001,290150Czech Republic

-21,1475,000492France

79,26975,14853,66753,225Spain

2008200720062005Country vs. Year
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Biotech Mega Countries
50,000 hectares (123,553 acres), or more

USA
Argentina*
Brazil*
India*
Canada
China*
Paraguay*
South Africa*
Uruguay*
Bolivia*
Philippines*
Australia
Mexico*
Spain

62.5
21.0
15.8
7.6
7.6
3.8
2.7
1.8
0.7
0.6
0.4
0.2
0.1
0.1

Less than 50,000 hectares

Chile*
Colombia*
Honduras
Burkina Faso

Czech Republic
Romania
Portugal
Germany

* Developing countries

9.4%

Increase over 2007 25 countries which have adopted 
biotech crops

In 2008, global area of biotech 
crops was 125.0 million hectares, 
representing an increase of 9.4% 
over 2007, equivalent to 10.7 
million hectares. 

Source: Clive James, 2009.

Global Status of GM Crops in 2008

154.4
51.9
39.0
18.8
18.8
9.4
6.7
4.4
1.7
1.5
1.0
0.5
0.2
0.2

Million Hectares Million Acres

Poland
Slovakia
Egypt*
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ITALY: Feb 2008 GMO perceptions survey of 532 
Italian farmers in the region of Lombardy (Italy’s 
main maize growing area) showed that:

• 75% of farmers agreed that farmers should be free 
to choose what they produce.

• 67% of farmers said they would plant GM maize if 
Italian law permitted (equates to an area of GM 
maize of 216,900 hectares).

• 81% of farmers agreed it is nonsense to ban GMOs 
for cultivation but allow them for feed.

UNITED KINGDOM: 2003 Farm Scale Evaluation survey o f farmers taking part in GM crop 
trials over previous 3 years showed that :

• 95% of farmers would grow GM crops on their farm if available commercially.

UNITED KINGDOM: March 2008 survey of 24,000 farmers ’ attitudes agricultural 
biotechnology showed that:

• 45% of farmers are in favour, 39% don’t know and only 15% are against.

• When asked the same question, in 2004/2005 42% of farmers were in favour, 40% didn’t know 
and 18% were against.
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Hectares projectionHectares projection

Would you plant GM maize, if the Italian 
law allowed this cultivation?
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POLAND: 2004 research on knowledge and opinion of 1 042 farmers on growing 
GMOs showed that:

• 59% of farmers agreed that farmers should have the option to plant or not plant 
approved biotech crops.

POLAND: 2006 survey by a different organisation aske d the same question and;

• 85% of farmers agreed that farmers should have the option to plant or not plant 
approved biotech crops.

GERMANY: March 2007 survey about GM seeds acceptance in the farming 
industry showed that :

• 33% of farmers are in favour of GM seeds, 38% are undecided and 29% are against.

FRANCE: September 2007 biotech acceptance survey of  400 maize farmers 
showed that :

• Farmers representing 62% of the total French maize hectares said farmers should 
have the option to plant or not plant approved biotech crops.
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SPAIN: September 2007 biotech acceptance survey of 350 maize farmers showed 
that :

• Farmers representing 83% of the total Spanish maize hectares said farmers should 
have the option to plant or not plant approved biotech crops.

HUNGARY: September 2007 biotech acceptance survey o f 250 maize farmers 
showed that :

• Farmers representing 53% of the total Hungarian maize hectares said farmers should 
have the option to plant or not plant approved biotech crops.



��	�
	�

��
���
������
�	�����



� The products are SAFE
EU Commission Joint Research Centre study published  on 11.09.2008

“biotech foods are as safe if not safer than other foods”

� Consumer confidence is IMPROVING
EU Commission Eurobarometer survey published in Marc h 2008
� 20% of Europeans are worried about GMOs (down from 24% in 2004)
� 58% oppose use of GM down from 70% in 2004
� GMOs classified as issue of great lack of information + medium level of concern 
� GMOs do not rank in top 5 out of 15 main environment al issues for consumers

� Consumers BUY biotech food products in the EU
EU-funded study published in October 2008 - Consumer choice (10 EU MS, 

69 GM-labelled products)
“in countries where GM products are available, 

consumers purchase them indifferently”
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Although consumer confidence increases every year (Eurobarometer 2008 shows that 
42% of consumers are not opposed to GMOs up from 30% in 2004)
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Although farmers cultivate increasing surfaces of GMOs in Europe every year and those 
who cannot cultivate are asking for the right to choose
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Although the Joint Research Centre, the European Food Safety Authority as well as 
National Food Safety Agencies keep confirming the safety of approved GM products 
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