
 

MEPs and Members got together in Strasbourg to disc uss patient-centred 
healthcare system in Europe and the role of biotech   

11 Members of the European Parliament,  
including Vittorio Prodi, Alojz Peterle and 
Milan Cabrnoch, amongst others joined 8 
MEP assistants and around 20 Members from 
the Healthcare Council and National 
Associations for a 20 October event at the 
European Parliament in Strasbourg entitled 
‘Patient centred healthcare systems in 
Europe: what role for biotech?’ Designed as 
an interactive networking lunch with visuals 
and videos, the aim of the 2-hour event was 
to communicate to new and returning MEPs 
the value of healthcare biotechnology for patients and society. 

Host Christofer Fjellner MEP (Sweden, EPP), who is also rapporteur on the Information 
to Patients part of the Pharma Package, in his opening remarks highlighted the urgent 
need to update and modernise current legislation on information about medicines to 
make sure patients all over Europe are empowered, a sentiment that was echoed by 
Roxana Radulescu, Senior Policy Advisor at the  European Patients’ Forum, who also 
presented EPF position on the Pharma Package which, she remarked, was close to that 
of EuropaBio.  

Andrea Rappagliosi, Chair of EuropaBio, was 
next to speak, highlighting the healthcare 
biotech ‘time line’ as well as the current plight of 
biotech SMEs in the face of the financial crisis 
whilst Thomas Bols, Healthcare Chair, in his 
remarks , introduced the Healthcare Manifesto 
2009-2010 and the EuropaBio position on the 
three parts of the Pharma Package. After 
closing remarks from Mr Fjellner, Members had 
time to ‘meet & greet’ over food & drinks.  

 

Overall, all sides agreed that the event was very successful indeed, with a good turn-out 
amongst both Members and MEPs. Organized 
during the Swedish presidency, EuropaBio 
worked closely with SwedenBio to secure Mr 
Fjellner and also had the help of several other 
national associations in the distribution and 
follow-up of invitations. Mr Fjellner will also be 
hosting the reception at the upcoming “Brussels 
Day”, taking place on 1-2 December, where 
National Associations bring CEOs of key 
biotech SMEs to Brussels, to discuss how 
Europe can boost innovation and increase 
investment in research.  
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