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FOREWORD ABOUT
EUROPABIO

EuropaBio is the voice of the European biotech industry.
EuropaBio’s mission is to promote an innovative and dynamic
bio-based economy in Europe.

EuropaBio represents the interests of the
biotechnology industry towards the
European institutions so that legislation
encourages and enables biotechnology
companies in Europe to innovate and
provide for our society’s unmet needs.

The European Association for
BioIndustries, was created in 1996 and
represents 66 corporate and 7 associate
members operating worldwide, 4
Bioregions and 22 national biotechnology

Associations representing some 1800
small and medium sized enterprises.

Our corporate members are involved in a
wide range of activities: human and animal
healthcare, diagnostics, bio-informatics,
chemicals, biofuels, crop production,
agriculture, food and environmental 
products and services.

EuropaBio also welcomes associate 
members such as international commercial,

financial asset management and other
service providing companies, regional 
biotechnology development organisations
and scientific institutes. The common
denominator among all our members is
the use of biotechnology at any stage of
research, development or manufacturing.

For more information, please visit
www.europabio.org

HEALTHCARE/RED 
Biotechnology

Healthcare Biotechnology is playing 
a vital role in drug discovery and is
improving outcomes for patients 
today and addressing unmet 
medical needs for the future.

AGRICULTURAL/GREEN
Biotechnology

Plant Biotechnology provides farmers
with the technology to grow food,
feed, fuel and fibre with less input and 
less impact on the environment.

INDUSTRIAL/WHITE
Biotechnology

Industrial Biotechnology uses 
yeasts, bacteria and enzymes as 
“cell factories” to make sustainable
energy, detergents, vitamins,
chemicals, paper and a host of 
other everyday things.

Biotechnology is enabling us to improve our quality of life and live more sustainably 
into the future.

EuropaBio is committed to delivering:

• New products that help society as a whole to live better, longer, healthier and greener
• Ethical behaviour and transparency based on a foundation of responsible innovation and sound science for all
• Openness to dialogue, a focus on developing Public Private Partnerships and the provision of ideas and

solutions to governments and decision makers
• Breakthroughs in research and development in key strategic fields to satisfy unmet medical needs and to 

provide more sustainable agricultural and industrial products and processes for future generations
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Focusing in on 2020EuropaBio’s mission is to promote an
innovative and dynamic  economy in Europe.

LETTER FROM
EUROPABIO’S SECRETARY

GENERAL, NATHALIE MOLL

Dear Reader,

The last twelve months have been a period
of significant change for both the industry
and the political and economic landscape 
in which we operate.

With a new European Parliament and
Commission in place, the EU Life Science
and Biotechnology Strategy expired, the
Lisbon agenda at an end and the Lisbon
Treaty finally signed, all eyes are now on
the EU Strategy for 2020. A clear vision 
for the future is indeed what is needed,
particularly for the biotech industry, in order
to establish a stimulating and supportive
environment for its evolution.

Biotechnology will have a pivotal role to play
in achieving the three core goals set out 
by the EU Strategy for 2020 of smart,
sustainable and inclusive growth and there
has been an apparent realisation of this
through the setting of future EU policy
goals. Over the last year EuropaBio has 
placed great emphasis on working 
towards these shared objectives, in a
variety of ways, the details of which are 
set out herein.

However, in these troubled economic times,
the industry’s biggest immediate challenge
may well be ensuring that we continue to
innovate and grow at a time when the urge
to control costs is strong. This impulse is
perhaps especially keenly felt by regulators
and this represents a key challenge when
the worldwide credit crunch pushes them
towards cutting costs rather than towards
inspiring innovation.

We need to do all we can to ensure that the
incentives to invest in biotech remain clear
and strong, as only by doing so can we
enable biotechnology to continue producing
more successful solutions for patients, our
environment, our energy and food needs.
Small companies have been particularly
hard hit but there are reasons to be hopeful
for the future.

Firstly, science continues to expand our
knowledge of how to combat disease,
reduce our impact on the environment,
and secure our energy and food supplies.
Secondly, we need the solutions that 
biotech can provide to these major 
challenges. As our economy begins to
strengthen once again, biotech will play 
a key role in ensuring that we achieve 
our objectives in a sustainable and 
responsible manner.

EuropaBio will continue to focus its efforts
on the creation of a fertile environment for
smart, sustainable and inclusive progress
and responsible innovation over the coming
year and beyond. In doing so, we look 
forward to working together with our 
members and stakeholders to promote 
and facilitate the vital way in which we 
are finding solutions to some of society’s
most important challenges.

Nathalie Moll
Secretary General, EuropaBio

Biotechnology will
have a pivotal role 
to play in achieving
the three core goals
set out by the EU
Strategy for 2020 of
smart, sustainable and 
inclusive growth

“

“
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LETTER FROM 
EUROPABIO’S CHAIRMAN,
ANDREA RAPPAGLIOSI

Innovation: Working Better TogetherropaBio’s mis Europe.

Dear Reader,

As I approach the end of my first year as
Chairman there are many EuropaBio
achievements to look back upon. Our work
has been set against the backdrop of the
unfolding EU Strategy for 2020 which we
have welcomed and with which our own
objectives are already closely aligned.

The Strategy itself represents a flagship
for competitiveness, innovation and the
development and retention of skills and
jobs - all of which are key benefits provided
by the EU biotech industry. Indeed, the
progress that we have already made in
working towards establishing a smart,
sustainable and inclusive bio-based 
economy provides a solid foundation on
which to build in the coming years.

Biotechnology continues to provide a
broad range of solutions to some of
Europe’s most significant issues.
Europe’s demographics, and more 
specifically our ageing populations,
represent one such major challenge 
where biotech innovation will play an
important role. Today, biotech medicines
are estimated to account for more than
20% of all marketed medicines and about
50% of all medicines in the pipeline.
This proportion grows when it comes to
the most innovative treatments such as
growth hormones, vaccines, monoclonal
antibodies for the treatment of cancers,
inflammatory and infectious diseases 
and cell therapy.

In the quest to address unmet medical
needs the scientific community constantly
seeks to innovate and apply new approa-
ches. Researchers today are increasingly
departing from the “old model” of “one
disease – one medicine” and focusing on
understanding the pathways and molecular
mechanisms of a given disease. This shift

to a new R&D paradigm which, by finding
new indications for existing medicines and
by creating predictable outcomes based
on diagnostic/therapeutic combinations
within new concepts, like the so-called
personalised medicine approach, has 
profound policy implications. It is therefore
important to ensure appropriate structures
are put in place for these R&D efforts 
that will benefit patients and society at
large. Predictable and accessible therapy
outcomes do not only have a clinical 
benefit. By reducing the costs associated
with complications and unnecessary
healthcare interventions, they also 
contribute to member states’ efforts to
overcome the financial and economic 
crisis and to enhance the sustainability 
of their healthcare systems.

In terms of finding answers to key 
questions, this industry will also be critical
to developing solutions adapting to and
mitigating the impacts of climate change
and to meeting the challenges facing us 
in terms of energy security. Novel techno-
logies and, in particular, biotechnology, will
play a pivotal role in reducing the impact
of agriculture, energy generation and
many other production processes on the
environment by reducing our reliance on
fossil fuels and moving towards a more
sustainable bio-based economy.

Fostering and developing new technologies
that can contribute to finding solutions to
the global food security crisis should also
be a priority. Where safe, tried and tested
solutions are available to produce more
food from less available land, using fewer
natural resources, these should be
embraced and the benefits should 
be acknowledged.

Overarching all of these biotechnology-
related sectors, there is a fundamental
need for innovation policy to incorporate

Biotechnology 
continues to provide
a broad range of
solutions to some 
of Europe’s 
most significant 
issues

“

“
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the communication of benefits of new
technologies. Biotechnology is a complex
field with complex potential outcomes and
impacts. It is also a field where much of
the technology originally developed in 
the EU has been stifled, driven elsewhere
and continues to suffer due to a lack of
awareness of the benefits and solutions it
provides. To prevent this situation worsening
still, the European Commission, as well as
other regulators, industry and stakeholders,
must invest further in communicating the
value of biotechnology innovation for
Europe. This will mean acknowledging the
contributions and the strategic role of 
the innovative healthcare, industrial and
agricultural biotech sectors and of the
small and medium sized enterprises
(SMEs) that are often at its core.

Ultimately, if we really want to realise
Europe’s potential to grow towards 
meeting the challenges we face, we must
also ensure that our commitment to fund
innovation and foster a predictable and
competitive regulatory framework also
grows. By faltering when it comes to
either of these crucial areas we will fail 
to make room for the new generation of
researchers, scientists, new companies
and products that have the potential 
to offer those smart, sustainable and
inclusive benefits that we strive to provide.

In acknowledgement of the importance 
of these three EU2020 goals of smart,
sustainable and inclusive growth, this
year’s report highlights some of the 
activities of the past 12 months that
demonstrate our commitment to them.

We hope you enjoy reading it and we look
forward to an equally eventful, productive
and successful year ahead.

Andrea Rappagliosi
Chairman of EuropaBio's Board of Directors, 
VP for European Government Affairs, GSK.
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THE NEXT EUROPEAN
CHALLENGE

EuropaBio SME Platform - Supporting
Smart and Sustainable Small and Medium
Sized Biotech Enterprises. 

In the Spring of 2009, EuropaBio, which
represents the interests of 1800 biotech
SMEs, established its own SME Platform.
The aim was to help SMEs to weather the
economic storm by bringing them together
with national biotech industry Associations,
venture capitalists, financing bodies, and
other stakeholders to help tackle the 
financial challenges and constraints facing
them. In addition, a core objective was 
to develop policy recommendations to
optimise EU and member state funding 
instruments for biotech SMEs.

SMEs are widely acknowledged to be the
driving force behind many significant 
breakthroughs in biotechnology. They
employ some of the most gifted, visionary
pioneers in the field who contribute 
significantly to the EU’s competitiveness 
in the worldwide market place.

However, even before the financial crisis,
funding for biotech SMEs was distinct from
other industries in that it came with its own
set of complex challenges. EuropaBio
believes that it will be critical that we work
together to strengthen the climate for 
sustainable biotech SMEs. These 
organisations, while essential to the 
objectives of the knowledge-based 
economy to create high value industries
and jobs, face unique challenges. Biotech
SMEs are very capital intensive with long
pathways to sustainability. But, the 
work of these organisations must be
enabled if Europe is to realise the value 
of its strong scientific base through the 
commercialisation of the products of
European biotechnology and to retain the
benefits, value and employment in the EU.

The Platform has published a set of
five main recommendations to help
industry get better access to finance.
These are:

1. Making the EU funding instruments
more accessible to biotech SMEs

2. Developing a short term investment 
vehicle, via for example the European
Investment Bank, to increase risk capital
for VCs (in times of economic crisis)

3. Making maximum use of the European
State Aid rules at member state level

4. Developing measures and opportunities
to capture the value of research 
within Europe

5. Making the EU Framework Programme
for Research more attractive for 
biotech SMEs

In addition, in June 2010 the Platform
published a further set of recommendations
to help biotech SMEs improve their 
participation in the Commission’s 
FP7 Research Programme. The 
recommendations were accompanied
by a ‘how-to’ brochure, translated into
several European languages, which was
launched at a joint EuropaBio-ASEBIO
event as part of European SME Week in
Madrid on 2 June. A further event,
aimed at lowering patenting costs for
biotech SMEs and focusing on the 
question of intellectual property rights
and the promotion of a ‘European patent’,
is being prepared for the Belgian 
Presidency in the second half of 2010.

Further information about these and
other activities will be made available
from the renewed EuropaBio SME Portal
website to provide guidance and an
overview of information sources 
relevant for biotech SMEs throughout
their life-cycle.

06



THE ROLE OF BIOTECH
IN ACHIEVING THE EU’S
2020 GOALS

No other industrial sector sits as comfortably as biotech at 
the intersection of enhancement of quality of life, knowledge, 
innovation, productivity and environmental protection. 
From new healthcare products that can address unmet medical
needs and fight epidemics and rare diseases to industrial 
processes that use renewable feedstocks instead of crude oil, 
to drought-resistant crops that allow farmers in Africa to feed more
people under ever-harsher climatic conditions, biotechnology can
and will pay economic, social and environmental dividends. 

In this document EuropaBio highlights some of the activities of 
the past 12 months that demonstrate our commitment towards
developing a smart, sustainable and inclusive economy in line 
with the core goals of the EU Strategy for 2020.

BIOTECHNOLOGY FOR SMART GROWTH

Developing an economy based on Knowledge and Innovation

Biotechnology is a pillar of innovation within our society and an
essential component of our response to the biggest challenges we 
face in the 21st century. It epitomises smart growth by making 
knowledge and innovation the driving forces for our future evolution.
EuropaBio and its members work together with regulators and a broad
range of stakeholders to improve the transfer of skills from academia
to industry and ultimately into useful products for society. In addition,
strengthening research performance and promoting knowledge 
transfer throughout the EU with the help of our numerous SMEs 
and National Associations is a key focus. Moving forward, this will 
be central in ensuring that innovative ideas can be turned into new
products and services that create growth, quality jobs and help to
address European and global societal challenges. 
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EuropaBio and the 
EU Strategy for 2020

In January this year, EuropaBio submitted 
a response to the EU Strategy for 2020
public consultation. The Strategy foresees
an EU economy based on smart, sustainable
growth – a powerful, ultra-efficient engine
driving high levels of employment,
productivity and social cohesion. Achieving
these ambitious goals means that in 
addition to addressing today’s most pressing
challenges, such as economic instability,
climate change, energy and food security,
healthcare affordability and our ageing
demographic, we will also need to build a
lasting framework that will allow Europe to
prosper over the long term and deal with
new crises as they arise.

In its contribution, EuropaBio highlighted 
the valuable role that biotechnology already
plays, and must continue to play in meeting
these challenges for the next decade and
beyond. It emphasised that progress in 
biotechnology means more knowledge,
innovation, skills and high-end jobs,
environmental protection, and enhanced
quality of life. The submission also helped to
outline how benefits for the future would be
derived from industrial processes using
renewable feedstocks instead of fossil fuels,
from more resistant and nutritious crops
that will enable farmers to feed more people
using less land and natural resources and
from new medical treatments that can

improve outcomes for patients today and
address future healthcare needs.

In this way, new solutions from biotechnology,
both in practice and under development,
promise a brighter future for Europe and the
world. However, EuropaBio also suggests
that the industry requires sound policy that
supports innovation and entrepreneurial
risk-taking as well as regulatory structures
that reward long-term investment in
research and development over short-term
gain and quick consumption.

Indeed, a proper strategy to foster 
biotechnological innovation is vital to 
achieving the EU’s economic, environmental
and social goals for the coming decade.
EuropaBio emphasised that encouraging
biotech will help to create economic growth,
provide incentives to innovate to businesses
both small and large, and will boost 
industrial and agricultural outputs while
reducing impact on the environment.

Finally, the Association highlighted that
success depends on support from a public
that is well-informed about how biotechnology
is helping to create a sustainable, productive
and healthy economy.

EuropaBio and the Future of
EU Innovation Policy

In December 2009, EuropaBio submitted 
a contribution to the Commission’s public
consultation on future innovation policy.

The submission made a number of
recommendations on a variety of issues
including the need for strong intellectual
property protection and support for SMEs.
Further recommendations were made on 
the increased and improved use of existing
effective tools to foster innovation, such as
the ERA, the Small Business Act and the
implementation of the Young Innovative
Company status in national incentives 
and support measures.

The need for innovation policies to be 
supported by compatible policy decisions
when research/innovation is finally brought
to market was also highlighted as, all too
often, the results of innovation are thwarted
by inappropriate regulatory road blocks.

A shift in current EU policies in order to
benefit the development and sustainability 
of the bio-based economy by moving from
sectoral policies towards an integrated and
stimulating policy that fosters competitiveness
was also a key focus. The Association argued
that this would integrate relevant policies 
in research and innovation, healthcare,
agriculture, environment, enterprise, energy
and development. It went on to add that to
achieve this goal there is a need to align
policies and to improve communication 
between sectors and stakeholders and cited
the Lead Market Initiative (LMI) for bio-based
Products as a good example of how this 
can work in practice.

EUROPABIO – EU PROJECT PARTNER

BECOTEPS
EuropaBio is currently leading an effort to join forces with nine European Technology Platforms (ETPs) active in the Knowledge-Based
Bio-Economy (KBBE) with the overall objective of contributing to the creation of a strong KBBE in Europe. BeCoTEPs (The Bio-Economy
Technology Platforms) analyses cross-cutting issues and seeks to improve the understanding and implementation of R&D and policies on
these issues at European and member state level. One of the main results of the BeCoTEPs project will be the development of a white
paper on the bioeconomy including several recommendations on how to develop and strengthen this sector at European level and in 
member states.

www.becoteps.org

STAR-COLIBRI
The FP7 project Star-Colibri (Strategic Targets for 2020 - Collaboration Initiative in Biorefinery) is managed by a consortium, in which
EuropaBio is an active partner. The project aims at listing ongoing biorefinery research projects and initiating partnerships between projects
with high added value. In addition, it focuses on fostering their dissemination and further use by the EU, research and industry. Star-Colibri
promotes coordination to overcome fragmentation in the field of biorefineries' research, to facilitate information exchange and cross-fertilisation,
and to support breakthrough innovations by speeding up and facilitating the industrial exploitation of research results. The consortium will
also contribute to European policies that will be beneficial to the biorefining sector in the longer term.

www.star-colibri.eu














