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Marije Laffeber joins EuropaBio as Director of Industrial
Biotechnology

PRESS RELEASE

Brussels, 1 September 2026 - EuropaBio is pleased to announce that Marije Laffeber has joined
its senior leadership team as Director of Industrial Biotechnology. EuropaBio is the leading voice for
biotechnology in Europe.

Marije brings more than 25 years of experience at the intersection of politics, policy and business. She
has held senior roles across European and international public affairs, working with political leaders,
policymakers, Commissioners and MEPs on issues ranging from regulation and geopolitical strategy to
risk management and stakeholder engagement.

Her previous roles include Deputy Secretary General of the Party of European Socialists, International
Secretary and Vice Chair for European Affairs of the Dutch Labour Party, Managing Director of Rud
Pedersen Public Affairs Netherlands, and advisor to international democracy and governance pro-
grammes.

Marije joins EuropaBio at a pivotal moment for European biotechnology, as innovative companies,
world-class universities and research organisations work together to translate scientific excellence into
industrial leadership, sustainable growth and strategic resilience for Europe.

Dr Claire Skentelbery commented: “We are delighted that Marije has joined the team. Her
political insights, experience and well-established leadership will help deliver biotechnology and
biomanufacturing through legislation. This delivers on stated EU ambition and ensures that a
competitive and sustainable Europe benefits all countries and citizens".

Marije added: "I am delighted to join EuropaBio at such an important moment for Europe.
Biotechnology is a strategic tool to address some of our greatest challenges, from food security and
climate change to sustainable growth and industrial competitiveness. By helping Europe move away
from fossil resources, build a circular bioeconomy and create new industries, biotechnology can deliver
solutions for both people and the planet. As the leading voice for biotechnology in Europe, EuropaBio is
uniquely positioned to help turn innovation into impact, and | look forward to working with members
and policymakers to unlock that potential."
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About EuropaBio

EuropaBio, the European Association for Bioindustries, promotes an innovative and dynamic European
biotechnology industry. EuropaBio and its members are committed to the socially responsible use of biotechnology
to improve quality of life; to prevent, diagnose, treat, and cure diseases; to improve the quality and quantity of food
and feedstuffs and to move towards a biobased and zero-waste economy. EuropaBio represents corporate and
associate members, plus national biotechnology associations and bioregions. Read more about our work at
www.europabio.org.
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